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MINUTES 
Nye County Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) 

Nye County Emergency Management Building 
1510 Siri Lane, Pahrump, NV 89060 

Thursday, February 6th, 2025 9:30am 
 

If attending in person isn’t feasible LEPC Members and the public can sign in and public comment can 
be given by using the below Microsoft Teams virtual meeting link:  

 
Join on your computer, mobile app or room device  

 
Microsoft Teams 

 
Join the meeting now  

Meeting ID: 252 012 683 404  
Passcode: Fe9T5Sz6   

 
Or call in (audio only): 

1-323-673-4348, and entering conference ID: 533 247 329# 
 

Commenters on the telephone must press *5 to raise or lower your hand for comment and 
*6 to unmute themselves on their telephone keypads to notify the LEPC Secretary they wish to speak. 
Telephone Commenters will be called upon by the last 4 digits of telephone #. Commenters on the 
Microsoft Teams video conference can click on the hand icon at the top of their screen to 
notify the LEPC Secretary that they wish to speak. 
 

THIS MEETING WILL BE RECORDED 
If you get an error message regarding call capacity, please hang up, wait a few moments, and try again. 

The Chair of the Local Emergency Planning Committee will open public comment periods by 
announcement. 

NOTE: Items on the agenda may be taken out of order. The Committee may combine two or more 
agenda items for consideration. The Committee may remove an item from the agenda or delay 
discussion relating to an item on the agenda at any time.  
Public Comment will only be for items not on the agenda and will be limited to three minutes per 
person. Additionally, public comment of up to three minutes per person will be heard during individual 
action items. The Committee reserves the right to reduce the time or limit the total time allowed for 
public comment. The Committee may prohibit comment if the content of the comments is a topic that 
is not relevant to, or within the authority of, the Committee, or if the content of the comments is willfully 
disruptive of the meeting by being irrelevant, repetitious, slanderous, offensive, inflammatory, irrational, 
or amounting to personal attacks or interfering with the rights of other speakers. Persons are invited to 
submit comments in writing on the agenda items and/or attend and make comment on that item at the 
Committee meeting. 

1. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL (Non-Action Item): Chair Lewis called the meeting to order 
at 9:30 am. Roll was taken, a quorum is present. 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MjgxMTc5MzMtY2Q0NC00NzQ3LWJkYjAtYzZjNmM4NGUwNmE5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22de7e6442-f999-400e-931c-9562def6cef4%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2271d24179-10a3-44da-a80e-136837b85d0c%22%7d
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2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE (Non-Action Item): Chair Lewis asked John Koenig to lead the 

LEPC in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT (Non-Action Item): No public comment. 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (Discussion/For Possible Action): Steve Bird made a motion to 
approve the minutes of the November 7th, 2024 LEPC meeting as written, seconded by Steve 
Rosenbaum, none opposed, motion passes.  

 
5. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT (Non-Action Item)  

 
- LLW Stakeholders Forum: Last meeting: 11/13/24; Next meeting: 2/06/25, Virtual only 
- NSSAB Last meeting 1/15/25; Next meeting: 2/19/25 (Las Vegas)  
- Nye County & PVFRS Annual Reports, Calendar Year 2024: Chair Lewis reviewed the 

annual reports for all Nye County VFD’s and PVFR for CY24 with the LEPC. 
- Nye County & PVFRS Responses 4th Quarter 2024: Chair Lewis reviewed some of the 4th 

quarter Fire & EMS responses for all Nye County VFD’s/VEMS and PVFR.  
 

6.  REVIEW OF SEARCH & RECOVERY OF MISSING AIRCRAFT: Chair Lewis provided a review 
of the search & recovery effort of the aircraft that went missing on 1/02/25 from North Las Vegas 
Airport: 

• On January 6th, 2025 Nye County Director of Emergency Management Scott Lewis was 
notified of a small private aircraft (1968 Piper Cherokee) that was missing. This aircraft left 
from the North Las Vegas airport on 1/02/25 and had not returned as expected. The last 
known location of the aircraft showed the aircraft over northern Nye County, near Round 
Mountain/Smoky Valley in the area of Mt. Jefferson. For the following 2 days NCDEM  
established an Incident Command Post at the NDF Conservation Camp on NV 376 
outside of Tonopah to coordinate a ground search with the invaluable assistance of Round 
Mountain/Smoky Valley VFD, Tonopah VFD, NDF and NDOW unfortunately, to no avail. 
On Wednesday, 1/08/25 NCDEM established an ICP at the Tonopah airport to coordinate 
the air search conducted by a helicopter from Nellis AFB which searched Mt. Jefferson  
with no findings. In the following days and weeks, the Civil Air Patrol continued to conduct 
numerous hours of air searches throughout the area and in other locations due to DEM 
receiving conflicting recommendations for search areas, all with no findings. Additional 
ground searches by a game warden from the Nevada Department of Wildlife continued 
until January 18th, 2025 when he located the wreckage of the aircraft on the eastern side 
of Mt. Jefferson at approximately 11,000 feet of elevation.  After being turned down by any 
public agencies to conduct the recovery of the aircraft and possible remains of the pilot, 
the “Heavy D Sparks” Search & Rescue organization contacted DEM Director Scott Lewis 
to offer their services in the recovery operation. On Tuesday, January 28th, 2025 Heavy D  
Sparks search & rescue successfully recovered the aircraft wreckage and the pilots 
remains. 
 

https://nv-nyecounty2.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/View/32776/Item-4-Minutes-5218
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7. COMMUNITY HEALTH NURSE UPDATE (Non-Action Item): Crystal Kennedy, CHN stated 
that there are currently no CHN activities other than daily appointments. She is planning for back 
to school activities in Pahrump and the rest of Nye County. She stated that COVID19 is still 
around, influenza “A” is going around, she reminded everyone to get their flu & COVID19 
vaccinations. 
 

8. NV DEM UPDATE: Lindey Downey from NV DEM thanked Chair Lewis for the review of the 
aircraft recovery. She reported that the NV EOC is being remodeled and should be completed by 
the end of April 2025. The Las Vegas DEM office has moved from the Readiness Center to the 
State Buildings near the airport. The 17th Annual FCC report will be out soon, it consists of 2 
parts: dispatch and IT information. Tawanna Gerchman is the NV DEM 911 Coordinator. She will 
be speaking at the NEPA Summit in Reno. She also noted that attendance at the annual NEPA 
Summit is no longer required for Emergency Managers throughout the state but is highly 
recommended. Heather Lafferty has changed positions; she is now the Chief Resiliency Officer 
for NV DEM. Hal O’Brien is now the NV DEM Volunteer agency Liaison Officer and will also be 
the State LEPC Liaison; Justin Harris is the new State Training Officer. Readiness day exercises 
are held on the second Wednesday of each month. With the remodel of the NV EOC, NV DEM 
is switching from the traditional “Incident Command” model to an “Incident Support” model. The 
THIRA/SPR/IPPW has been renamed to Regional Integrated Preparedness Symposium (RIPS) 
and save the dates have been sent out. Southern NV will be conducted from Sep 15-Sep 18 
2025.  

 
9. SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES (Discussion/for Possible Action): Subcommittee members 

have an opportunity to provide the LEPC with any updates. 
 

 Executive Subcommittee (Scott Lewis): No update 
 Planning & Training Subcommittee (Scott Lewis): Conducted a Tabletop Exercise (TTX) 

with Desert View Hospital and are planning a second. Also planning a TTX with NCSD. 
 Grants & Finance Subcommittee (Patrick Lazenby): Patrick Lazenby will update the LEPC 

on upcoming State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) Grant opportunities: 
Patrick Lazenby reported that the FY26 SERC/OPTE and FY26 SERC/UWS Grants were 
opened for applications yesterday (2/05/25). The SERC/OPTE grant has funding of up to 
$36,000 and applications are due to SERC by 3/25/25; the SERC/UWS grant has funding 
of up to $32,000 available and applications are due by 4/25/25 

 Hazmat Plan Review Subcommittee (Rich Flanagan): HazMat plan submitted to SERC, 
pending approval. 

 Bylaws Review Subcommittee (Mike Harmon): Bylaws submitted to SERC, pending 
approval.  

 Membership Review Subcommittee (Frank Bonesteel): No update 
 

10. LEPC “NEEDS LIST” ITEMS (Non-Action Item): Patrick Lazenby reported that he combined 
the LEPC “NEEDS LIST” with the Grants & Finance subcommittee grant update report to make it 
one report instead of 2: Needs list items are:   
 
Amargosa Valley ARES/RACES: Upgraded radio equipment, estimated cost $2,410. These 
items are on order, pending delivery.  
Nye County Sheriff’s Office: Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV/Drone), estimated cost 
$29,880.07, pending grant opening. 

  

https://nv-nyecounty2.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/View/32775/Item-8-Wish-List-80118


- 4 - 
 

11. GRANT UPDATES (Non-Action Item): Patrick Lazenby will update the LEPC on current SERC 
grant projects. 
 

-FY24 SERC/OPTE: Closed  
-FY25 SERC/OPTE: Closed 

-FY25 SERC/UWS: Pending receipt of Amargosa Valley ARES/RACES equipment. 
 

12. PUBLIC COMMENT (2nd) (Non-Action Item): Lindey Downey, told Chair Lewis that she has 
confirmed with NV DEM Chief Brett Compston that the RIPS and NEPA are no longer 
mandatory for NV EM’s in order to keep EMPG funding. Frank Bonesteel announced that the 
Pahrump Museum is offering the Yucca Mountain two volume set “Waste of a Mountain” by Dr. 
Michael Voegele and Donald Louis Vieth for 50% off, which will be $50.00 for both volumes. This 
money will go to supporting the Pahrump Museum. Steve Bird encouraged everyone to get 
involved with amateur radio, you can start with a GMRS license and move up to an amateur 
radio. He can give you the study material for free, and is a FCC licensed examiner, and the FCC 
exam is free.  
 

13. NEXT MEETING: The next regular meeting of the Nye County Local Emergency Planning 
Committee (LEPC) is scheduled for Thursday, May 1st, 2025 at 9:30 am at Nye County 
Emergency Management in the EOC and virtually via MicroSoft Teams. 

 
14. ADJOURNMENT (Discussion/For Possible Action): Chair Lewis called for a motion to adjourn 

the meeting. Motion to adjourn was made by Steve Bird, seconded by Steve Rosenbaum. None 
opposed, motion passes. The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 am. 

 
This is a public meeting.  In conformance with the Nevada Open Meeting Law, I, Deane P. Lazenby, 
posted or caused the posting of a copy of this Nye County Local Emergency Planning Committee 
(LEPC) Agenda on or before 9:00 a.m. on Monday, February 3rd, 2025 for the Thursday, February 6th, 
2025 meeting in accordance with NRS 241.020; said agenda was posted at the following location(s):  
 

http://www.nyecounty.net/AgendaCenter  
https://notice.nv.gov/ 

Commissioners Meeting Room, 101 Radar Road, Tonopah, Nevada 
Nye County Planning/Public Works, 2041 E. Calvada Blvd, Pahrump, Nevada 

Nye County Complex, 2100 E. Walt Williams Drive, Pahrump, Nevada 
Nye County Emergency Management, 1510 E. Siri Lane, Pahrump, Nevada 

 
Support documentation for the items on the agenda, provided by the Nye County Local Emergency 
Planning Committee (LEPC) is available to members of the public at the Nye County Emergency 
Management office, 1510 E. Siri Lane, Pahrump, Nevada, 89060 or by calling Patrick Lazenby, LEPC 
Secretary, at 775-751-4279 or by emailing Patrick at: dplazenby@nyecountynv.gov. 
 
Any member of the public who is disabled and requires accommodation or assistance at this meeting is 
requested to notify the Nye County Emergency Management office at (775) 751-4279 prior to the 
meeting. 
 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., 
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or 
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal 

http://www.nyecounty.net/AgendaCenter
https://notice.nv.gov/
mailto:dplazenby@nyecountynv.gov
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Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in 
languages other than English.     


